
December Parent Newsletter 

School Hours : 8:30AM – 3:00PM Tues. to Fri.  & 9:30AM-3:00PM on Mondays 

Office: 360-582-3300  &  Bus Garage: 360-582-3274 

 FAMILY KIDS AT HOPE NIGHT 
Presentation & Dinner  

Tuesday, Dec. 11th  
5:00 - 7:00pm 

Free Dinner 
Free Family Photos 

Free Childcare 

(See pg. 3 for more details) 

December 24– January 4th 

 

Greetings from Greywolf,  

Construction, Again? 

As you may have noticed, this past Monday, trucks started to pull into the vacant lot to the south 

of Greywolf.  By Tuesday morning, several huge vehicles came into the looper lane.   

Upon visiting with the site foreman, we found out that they secured building permits last 

week.  He went on to say that they plan on being in construction for the next 6 months.  The plan 

is to put in an AM/PM, BP gas pumps, and a brushless car wash.   

Of course, our staff has concerns about having a 24-hour, convenience story next door to our 

school.  I alerted the Superintendent and he was very surprised because our district was not  

contacted by the county.  If you also have concerns please call your County Commissioner.  

Portable Update 

Guardian Fire Systems put 

together a design for a fire 

suppression system the first 

week of November.  We are 

currently waiting for State 

Department of Labor and In-

dustries to approve the fire 

suppression system.   

Let’s all hope 2019 brings 

some relief in the area of 

classroom space.  
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Important Dates 

Dec. 11th   Family Involvement Night  
“Kid’s At Hope Family Night & Dinner.”… 
5:00 to 7pm 

Dec. 3rd -18th Twelve Days of Giving—
Collecting food for the food bank. 

Dec. 13. PTA Meeting 7:00pm Library 

Dec 24– Jan.4 (Return January 7th)  
Happy Winter Break  

 

Hello Greywolf Families!  I really like this article and wanted to share it with you.   
I am wishing you a happy, relaxing, healthy holiday season!  ~ Mrs. McAliley, GWE School Counselor 

 

4 Ways to Make Holidays Better for Kids 

Tips for keeping kids happy and able to enjoy the fun 
By Rachel Ehmke 

It’s easy for children to be smitten with the magic of the holidays. Fun presents. Extra sweets. A vacation from school—there’s a 

lot to like. But with the freedom and excess of the season, sometimes kids can get a little carried away. For most families, there 

will be a point when the kids get overtired and cranky, or greedy about presents, or would rather play a video game than talk to 

Grandma. Here are some tips to keep kids happy and ready to enjoy whatever the season brings. 

1. Gifts, gifts, gifts: Getting presents is a high point of the holidays for any kid, but they shouldn’t be the only focus. As adults we 

know that giving presents can be just as rewarding as getting them, and we shouldn’t wait to teach that lesson to our children. 

Even when kids are too young to buy a present, they can still make one, or help you pick out something. Some of my best holiday 

memories are of helping my father look for the perfect gift for Mom, or combing the mall to look for presents with my siblings as we 

got older. Volunteering, participating in a local toy drive, or giving each of your kids a little money to give to a charity of their choice 

are all great ideas for getting children in a more generous mood. 

Also, remember that the best gifts that you give your children probably won’t be the material ones. Taking time for the whole family 

to get together to play a game, watch a movie, or decorate sugar cookies—these are the things that kids remember as they get older. 

2. Let them help out: There’s a lot of extra work to do around the holidays — putting up decorations, cooking big dinners, throwing 

parties. The Martha Stewart in all of us can take over, but it’s important to take a step back and make sure our kids are inc luded, 

too. 

Children can help set the table, decorate the house, and wrap presents. If they’re too young to wrap, they can help by holding down 

the paper or getting the tape ready — there’s always something kids can do. And at holiday time, the preparations are often as fun 

and as meaningful as the end product. Plus, this way kids won’t feel left out — or be glued to the iPad for hours. 

3. Keep routines: We love the holidays because they give us a break from the everyday, but that can also make them stressful, es-

pecially for kids who find routine comforting. Try to keep some things constant. Kids still need snack time, they still need special 

attention from you, and they still need a chance to unwind before bedtime. 

At family gatherings when they notice the kids are “getting antsy,” psychologist Rachel Busman says she and her sister give them 

their baths, get them into pajamas, and turn on a movie. “We know when they need to wind down, and no one judges us for excus-

ing ourselves from the table to do these things,” she says. “In fact, my sister and I enjoy some great conversations during this time.” 

4. Remember they’re kids: Some holiday traditions depend on kids being on their best behavior: lengthy services, parties with lots of 

strangers, elaborate meals that may not appeal to picky eaters. Try to keep those to a minimum and customize festivities for your 

kids’ frustration level. Don’t schedule more than one demanding event in a day, and make sure to include physical activity and plen-

ty of downtime. Your kids will be grateful — and so will you. 

Source: childmind.org 

 

Greywolf PTA 

Hassel-Free Fundraising 

Shop, Snap, Earn! Simply download the 
Shoparoo APP and take a photo of any 
shopping receipt to earn money for 
Greywolf. www.shoparoo.com   

for more details. 

Do you shop on Amazon?  
Try logging onto: 
Smile.Amazon.com and choose 
Greywolf Elementary as your 
charitable organization so our 

school can receive 0.5% of the purchase. It doesn't 

cost you anything extra. 

▪

January– Look for our new website layout 



 

Winter Time 

Parents, 

Please remember to send your child 
with a coat every day. All students go 
outside  even when it’s cold. Finding an 
alternative coat is sometimes difficult. 

Please check: Lost & Found. It is filling 
quickly with warm “unlabeled” jackets. They will be 
donated during Winter Break. 

 

School Improvement Plan 

 

State Report Card 

 

From the Nurse 

Hand washing with soap and  
water works best! 

The first course of action to reduce the  
spread of infectious organisms, and our risk of 

contracting an infectious condition, is to wash 
hands with soap and water.  

Washing hands with soap and water, and cleaning 
surfaces properly reduces the risk of exposure  
to food allergens too! 

Use these guidelines: 

Use clean running water, it doesn’t matter to  
the germs if it’s warm or cold! 
Use soap, it’s more effective than water alone at 
removing soil and microbes, and people tend to 
wash more thoroughly with soap. 
Avoid hand sanitizers as a first line of defense. 
Soap and water is more effective at removing or 
inactivating certain germs. Hand sanitizers do  
not work on soiled hands and are not effective in 
removing food allergens. 

Be the first line of defense! 

Thank you, 

Sonja Bittner RN 

http://www.cdc.gov/handwashing/index.html 

https://www.foodallergy.org/handwashing  FARE Food 
Allergy Research and Education 

▪

  Sequim School District does not discriminate in any programs or activities on the basis of sex, race, creed, religion, color, national origin, age, veteran or military 

status, sexual orientation, gender expression or identity, disability, or the use of a trained dog guide or service animal and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts 

and other designated youth groups. The following employees have been designated to handle questions and complaints of alleged discrimination: Title IX Coordina-

tors, Civil Rights Compliance Coordinators: Randy Hill, 503 N. Sequim Ave., Sequim, WA 98382, 360-582-3261,  rhill@sequimschools.org; and for Section 504/ADA 

Coordinator, Matt Duchow, 503 N. Sequim Ave., Sequim, WA 98382, 360-582-3401, mduchow@sequimschools.org 

Greywolf Elementary’s Report Card can be found  

at the OSPI website - reportcard.ospi.k12.wa.us 

Use the search box “Select Organization Type” by 

School and “Select Organization” to search for the Se-

quim School District-Greywolf Elementary. 
(Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction Washington State Report Card website) 

Our School-Wide Improvement Plan can be 
viewed by family members in two easy places. 

1. Copies located outside our school office. 

2. Our school website located under academics: 
www.gwe.sequimschools.org “Academics” 

Come learn more and join us for dinner! 

Tuesday, Dec. 11th 5-7pm 

Grades K, 1, 2:   5-6pm presentation in the gym 
 6-7pm– dinner & photos 

Grades 3, 4, 5:   5-6pm dinner & photos 
 6-7pm– presentation in the gym 

Dress in your family’s signature holiday style, whether it’s Santa hats, ugly Christmas 

sweaters, matching pajamas, or whatever you are wearing that day! We will have a 

photographer, ready to take free family photos of you! Childcare provided at no cost! 

http://www.cdc.gov/handwashing/index.html
https://www.foodallergy.org/handwashing
mailto:rhill@sequim.k12.wa.us
mailto:mduchow@sequim.k12.wa.us
http://reportcard.ospi.k12.wa.us/summary.aspx?schoolId=479&OrgType=4&reportLevel=School
http://www.sequim.k12.wa.us/domain/898

